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Battalion and battery commsnders organize AT defense by directing
fire at tanks vhich appear in the sectors assigned to the unit.
‘AT ditches, AT mines, and other antitank obstacles are located
in front of the main line of resistance. These are erected by
the separate engineer battalion of the rifle division, under
supervision of the division englneer officer, by order of the
division commander.

5.

Artillery and mortar units charged with laying down a barrage
and supporting imfantry are placed under the commsnd of the
infantry unit commander, who decides wken to release these
support units to local control. Usually this occurs only after
the successful termination of the attack.

6. ‘

Theoretically, all guns (hewitzers, mortars, AA, AT and field
guns) are classified in four categories as follows: (1) first
class; (2) minor defecte; (3) defective; and (i) osriouwsly

| In practice a gun commander will fire 8
plece in combat as long as it will stand up. During the last
war all howitzers, AT, AA, and field guns, and mortars wers
chscked for serviceability and were glven minor repairs by the
"orudiynyy Naster" (gua mechanic) attached to each unit. This
man also determined when it was necossary to send a gum to the
battalion artillery repair shop. At present therae 1s no such

position in artillery units; instead, the regimental or
sep arty ban repair shops determine the serviceability amd -

category of guns.

£

Soviet artillery uses volley fire, but no timed fire on targets.
Soviet artillery uses KTH-1 fuzes for fragmeatation anti-
personnal rounds, /see page 26, DA pamphlet 30-2/ KTM-3 fuzes
for fragmsmtation anti-personnel or delayed-action rounds againat
pillboxes, KTM-6 or MD-5 base fuzes for AP rounds againat tanks,
and RG-6 head fuzes on fragmentation rounds. All of these
fuges ocan be timed, but none are VI fuzes. Rounds for 3T-mm

AA use the NG-8 (Nembrannyy-golownoy - head membrane)fuze,
which 1z self-deatroyiag if it fails to hit the target ard is
oallad the "Samo likvidator” - Self liquidator. Soviet fuses
are efficient and it is rare that a shell fails to explode. ‘
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Ricochet fire is used very little by Soviet artillery. It is
used only in cases where nc direct fire is possible.

SU-76s in infantry regiments are considered artillery and fire
under artillery control according to artillery regulations.
All SU units are designated as "battery, battalion, etc".as 1s
done with artillery, and not "company, battalion, etc" as in
the infantry. .

\types of fire:

(a) Nepodvizhnyy Zagraditelnyy Ogon - standing barrage;
interdiction fire on road Junctions and fire on fixed
targets.

(b) Ogon* Na Soprovozhdeniyu Pekhoty - infantry accompanying
barrage; tfire to cover infantry.

(¢) Protivotankovyy Zagraditelnyy Ogonl — anti-tank barrage;
fire on stationary or moving tanks.

(d) Postanovka Ognevoed Va.« - rolling barrage; moving fire
or transfer of fire.

(e) Sosredotoehennyy Ogon' - concentrated fire; used on areas
known to contain hostile troop concentrations; usually of
short duration.

(f) Beglyy Ogon' - rapid fire; each gun fires as fast as possible.

(g) Stryefta Po Ploschadyam - zone t:lré used against an area
contalning enemy targets. ,

(h) Udarnaya Stryelba - percussion fire; used against obstacles
such as plllboxes and enermy firing positions. ’

(1) Distantsionnaya Stryelba - distance fire; fuze 1s set $o
explode at a certain time and distance.

Soviet artillery uses both pinpoint concentration fire and
area concentration fire. During indirect firing, the observers
first reglster the gun by observing the fire effects and after
the target has been zeroed, destruction fire will be conducted
in volleys.

*
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12, -

A ‘good regimental, divisional, corpa, or army commander will ulways
copsult his artillery deputy on artillery matters and conducs his
acdions according to the advice givem by the artillery depudy.

The combined arms commander is the suprems authority, bus 0:c¢pt
in’'rare instances, the artillery 15 fgted &8s propased by th

artsillery deputy. N

the case of General smlovskiy, who sent a tank |

[ ] actsion without infantry support, against the advice
of his deputy for armored and mechanized troops, while he
commanded the Vitebsk-Orsk front during 1944. The tank corps was
annihilated, and Sokolovskiy, who had not listened to the advice
of his deputy, was removed from his command and was sent to the-
Par East in disgrace: However Sokolovskiy later ?i‘gunod fnvor.
hecame CQ of GOFG, and preaently is the Deputy Minister of .. -
Armed Forces in Moscow. ‘ .

Towed mr¥illery in tank and mechanized formations is used as rog-
ular arsillery to lay down a barrago and to eupport the tank
athclc by mobile displacement. )

15,

The 37-mm AA gun on the move 18 always ready and ocan bo fired
within one minute after an order is given. .

The battox'y commander, plutoon leader, or crew chior (NCO)
supervises and directs the actual firing of the 37-mm AA gun.

All fire concentrations are pre-plamned, except those on a sur- X
Prise target of opportunity. Artillery gun crews spend months »
of training to learn how %o switch fire tc a surprise target of

opportunisy. About two hours per week are dovoted exclusively

to this type of training.

¥hen a surprise target of opportunisy presents 1itself the observer
radios or telephones the necessary information and within one
minute firing on the target is commenced. If the first two or
three rounde do not pinpoint the target, the observer makes correc-
tions until the target is destroyed. The difference’ in pre-planned
fire and fire on a surprise target 1s that the target 1s registered
%n pre-planned fire and 18 not reglstered 1n fire on surprise
argets.
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17.

18.

19.

20,

Ths forward observer directs fire up

by telephone or radio., He observes
the battery commander's scope and te
corrections in fire ara niecegsary de
|_fire shown bv the gradvations on the

3 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600020189-7

L

on the target by transmitéing

the azimuth, elevation, and range adjustments to the gun commander

the results of firing shrough
11s the gun conmander what
Pending upong the error in
reticle of the scope,

For pursult the artillery i1s subordinated to the deputy for ‘art-
illery on the staff of the combined arms commander, who will assign
units as the situation demands. Usually only S57-mm, 76-mm, 100-mm
and 122-mm (1light and medium) artillery units will displace for
pursult. Heavy artillery does.not displace immediately but trams-
fers 1ts fire to designated targets until required to move um.

‘tho positioning of AAA batteries
| ®nlcn Will cover an area about 100 m square in firing position,
While firing defensive missions the AAA guns will remain imn o
position between firing missions, but during offensive action
they displace as necessary. \

[

The new 85-mm AA gun can also be used as am AT gun. There are |
no 85-mm field pleces in the Soviet Zone at present [Dec 5%7.

T-34 tanks have an 85-mm gun which 18 nEAd am a narmal e
gun.

Antitank defensive rolling barrages are used only 1f tanks are
visible, while a standing barrage 18 ussd more as an interdicsion
fire. To the best of my knowledge such a barrage is not used

in conjunction with the standing barrage, and there 18 mo :
overlap, Guns firing an antitank barrage cease firing when the
tanks pass out of the pre-planned barrage zone, so that they will
not waste ammunition. All guns except mortars and rocket laumch-~
ers are AT guns and will fire in AT barrages.

21,

En 1951, new trailming procedures Were instlituted for AAA wnits
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hich superseded training according to the manuals of 1944,
ormerly the manuals taught that, when firing on aircreft, the.
sights were adjusted for the gpeed, flight direotion, angle of
dive, and pitch of the alrcraft. At present only the speed of
the attacking aircraft 1is fed to the sights. Range correction
i8 no longer manual and firing i3 done by the collimator only,
without requiring the guuner to feed any other computations to
the sights. Fire on tanks 1s also done by the collimator at
present, and the gunner must only compute the speed of the tank
and adjust the amount of lead or trall necessary. Previously
both the course and speed were calculated when firing on tanks.
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—— The new training procedures stress the fact that on
fire 18 to be used. 3

23.

37-mm AA guns, 57-mmn AT guns, T76-mh guns, and 85-mm AA guns are 3
towed by three-ton Studebaker prime movers in the Soviet Zone of ]
@Germany, and by GAZ or ZIS prime movers in the USSR. All of these

are cross-country vehilcles capable of climbing grades up to i

45 degrees.

|

\ | During WW IJ [203-mm guns | [were towed
| by half-tracks.|

24,

b it of fir -

Two units of fire are carried with each 37-mm AA gun in combat,
and three units of fire are carried in the battalion or regi- {5

mental traln. ,

25.

The following firing concepts are recognized in Soviliet artillery:
(a) Pryamaya Podderzhika - direct support ; .
(v) Obshchaya Podderzhka - general support N

(¢) Usilivaniye - reinforecing

26.

the term
L'm.n—zmx'nyy Ogon'" (dagger fire), which refers to overlapping
croasfire. Dagger fire was used very effectively by light
artillery (57-am and 76-mm guns) against the Mannerheim line

in Finland.

27.

AT ynits are used as regular artillery and participate in laying
qup & barrage, especlally 1f insufficient fleld guns are on

‘'L__hehd. The primary mission of AT units 1s $o destroy enemy tanks,
but the combined arus commander can use AT guns to fire on
eénemy plllboxes, fortifications and personnel. '
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28,

Newly=-arrived artillery unite usually move 5o &8 to reach
Sheir firirg position area the night befors the stsaok. All
arpillery moves are secret, usually done as night travelling
erass~-eountry, while observing dlsokout somditiomns. Usually
the divisional commander and his mulog deputy selest the
£4ring positions and reconnoiter them with she o Sal
commandera. In his turn the regimental comnander de s the
4 pomisions for she dattalion commanders, who defime the
popitions for the battery commanders, . rrovmiu there 18 -
suffiolent time, the gun positions are wpuu;. sntranchmants
'ane dug, and camouflage is arranged by the gan crews prier 40
the arrival of the gunsc, If there is no time for previows
preparation, the | orews will dig in and camouflage their
positions immedistely after arrival im the area. .

-ond~
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